
 

 

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer 

the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might 

answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small 

Group.  Don’t feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to    

discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.  
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995) 

Acts 5:12-42 

 

12 At the hands of the apostles 
many signs and wonders were 
taking place among the     
people; and they were all with 
one accord in Solomon’s     
portico. 

13 But none of the rest dared to 
associate with them; however, 
the people held them in high 
esteem. 

14 And all the more believers in the 
Lord, multitudes of men and 
women, were constantly added 
to their number, 

15 to such an extent that they 
even carried the sick out into 
the streets and laid them on 
cots and pallets, so that when 
Peter came by at least his 
shadow might fall on any one 
of them. 

16 Also the people from the cities 
in the vicinity of Jerusalem 
were coming together,    
bringing people who were 
sick or afflicted with unclean 
spirits, and they were all being 
healed. 

 

Imprisonment and Release 

 

17 But the high priest rose up, 
along with all his associates 

(that is the sect of the       
Sadducees), and they were 
filled with jealousy. 

18 They laid hands on the apostles 
and put them in a public jail. 

19 But during the night an angel of 
the Lord opened the gates of 
the prison, and taking them 
out he said, 

20 “Go, stand and speak to the 
people in the temple the whole 
message of this Life.” 

21 Upon hearing this, they entered 
into the temple about        
daybreak and began to teach. 
Now when the high priest and 
his associates came, they 
called the Council together, 
even all the Senate of the sons 
of Israel, and sent orders to 
the prison house for them to 
be brought. 

22 But the officers who came did 
not find them in the prison; 
and they returned and          
reported back, 

23 saying, “We found the prison 
house locked quite securely 
and the guards standing at the 
doors; but when we had 
opened up, we found no one 
inside.” 

24 Now when the captain of the 
temple guard and the chief 
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  they were greatly perplexed 
about them as to what would 
come of this. 

25 But someone came and         
reported to them, “The men 
whom you put in prison are 
standing in the temple and 
teaching the people!” 

26 Then the captain went along 
with the officers and          
proceeded to bring them back 
without violence (for they were 
afraid of the people, that they 
might be stoned). 

27 When they had brought them, 
they stood them before the 
Council. The high priest     
questioned them, 

28 saying, “We gave you strict    
orders not to continue     
teaching in this name, and yet, 
you have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching and intend to 
bring this man’s blood upon 
us.” 

29 But Peter and the apostles     
answered, “We must obey God 
rather than men. 

30 The God of our fathers raised 
up Jesus, whom you had put 
to death by hanging Him on 
a cross. 

31 He is the one whom God       
exalted to His right hand as a 

Prince and a Savior, to 
grant repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins. 

32 And we are witnesses of these 
things; and so is the Holy  
Spirit, whom God has given to 
those who obey Him.” 

 

Gamaliel’s Counsel 

 

33 But when they heard this, they 
were cut to the quick and     
intended to kill them. 

34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, 
a teacher of the Law,           
respected by all the people, 
stood up in the Council and 
gave orders to put the men 
outside for a short time. 

35 And he said to them, “Men of 
Israel, take care what you  
propose to do with these men. 

36 For some time ago Theudas 
rose up, claiming to be     
somebody, and a group of 
about four hundred men joined 
up with him. But he was killed, 
and all who followed him were 
dispersed and came to      
nothing. 

37 After this man, Judas of Galilee 
rose up in the days of the  
census and drew away some 
people after him; he too     
perished, and all those 
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   who followed him were      
scattered. 

38 So in the present case, I say to 
you, stay away from these 
men and let them alone, for if 
this plan or action is of men, it 
will be overthrown; 

39 but if it is of God, you will not 
be able to overthrow them; or 
else you may even be found 
fighting against God.” 

40 They took his advice; and after 
calling the apostles in, they 
flogged them and ordered 
them not to speak in the name 
of Jesus, and then released 
them. 

41 So they went on their way from 
the presence of the Council, 
rejoicing that they had been 
considered worthy to suffer 
shame for His name. 

42 And every day, in the temple 
and from house to house, 
they kept right on teaching 
and preaching Jesus as the 
Christ. 
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Discussion Questions 
Ask a volunteer to read Acts 5:12-42. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.  

1. What was one thing that stood out to you from the sermon? 

 

 

 

2. What do you think was the main point or central message the speaker was trying 
to convey? 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION  

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your 
lives today.  

3. What did this sermon teach you about God? 

 

 

 

 

4. What did it teach you about the gospel? 

 

 

 

 

5. What did it teach you about yourself? 

 

 

 

 

6. Were there any particular scriptures, stories, or illustrations that resonated with 
you? Why? 
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7. Were there any parts of the sermon that you found challenging, confusing, or that 
you'd like to understand better? 

 

 

 

 

8. How did the speaker connect the biblical text to our lives today? Were those     
connections clear and helpful? 

 

 

 

 

 

9. What are some of the key theological concepts or principles that were discussed in 
the sermon? 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  What was the most encouraging aspect of the sermon for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

11.  What was the most convicting aspect of the sermon for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

12.  What is one thing you feel prompted to do or learn more about as a result of this 
sermon? 
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)  

Acts 2:14–5:42 The Witness in Jerusalem. Beginning with Peter’s sermon 
at Pentecost and continuing through ch. 5, the witness of the Christians is 
confined to the city of Jerusalem and restricted to Jews. 
 

Acts 4:32–5:16 The Community Shares Together. The second extensive 
“summary” in Acts deals with the practice of fellow believers sharing goods 
(see 2:43–44). Luke describes their practice and holds forth Barnabas as a 
model (4:32–37), followed by the account of the abuse of the practice by 
Ananias and Sapphira (5:1–11). A final summary highlights the growth of the 
community and its experience with the Spirit’s power (5:12–16). 
 

Acts 5:12–16 This summary centers on the Holy Spirit’s activity in the 
apostles’ healing ministry. 
 

Acts 5:12 The Christians had prayed for God to grant them the power to 
perform signs and wonders (cf. 4:30). This was mightily fulfilled through the 
apostles, especially in the temple area of Solomon’s Portico, where the  
Christians often witnessed (3:11). A “portico” (Gk. stoa) is a covered     
walkway (cf. 3:11; John 5:2; 10:23). 
 

Acts 5:13 None of the rest dared join them. Some take the antecedent of 
“them” to be “the whole church” in v. 13 and understand “they” in v. 12 as 
referring to all the believers. Others understand “them” to be “the apostles” 
in v. 13 and understand “they” in v. 12 to refer to the apostles as well. The 
Greek grammar allows for either interpretation. The first interpretation would 
show that unbelievers were afraid to attach themselves to the church unless 
they were truly converted. The second interpretation would show the unique 
authority and miraculous power of the apostles. 
 

Acts 5:15 his shadow might fall on some of them. Though this may seem 
strange to modern readers, it indicates that the Holy Spirit was so powerfully 
manifested in and around Peter that even those who only came near him  
experienced the healing of the Holy Spirit (cf. 19:12). 
 

Acts 5:17–42 The Apostles Appear before the Council. Just as Peter’s   
healing of the lame man provoked a trial before the Sanhedrin (3:1–4:22), 
once again the apostolic miracles precipitated a trial, this time of all the 
apostles. 
 

Acts 5:17 filled with jealousy. These Sadducees were “jealous” not for God’s 
honor or for the advancement of his kingdom but for retaining their own    
influence and power (this theme is repeated later; see 7:9; 13:45; 17:5; and 
note on 12:3). 
 

Acts 5:20 The words of this Life means the words of salvation and eternal 
life. It seems that early Christianity may also have been called “the Life,” as 
well as “the Way” (see note on 9:1–2). 
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)  

Acts 5:21 It was daybreak, and a crowd would be gathering at the temple 
for the morning sacrifices. The council and all the senate are two names for 
the same group, the Sanhedrin (“council” translates Gk. synedrion, 
“Sanhedrin”). 
 

Acts 5:30 hanging him on a tree. See note on 10:39. The allusion is 
to Deut. 21:22–23. 
 

Acts 5:33 On the Jews’ pattern of resistance (cf. 7:51; 12:1–3; 13:45; 25:7; 
28:24), see note on Amos 4:6. 
 

Acts 5:34 The lone voice in the Sanhedrin to speak against an immediate 
death sentence was that of Gamaliel. He was the most prominent rabbi of 
his day and the teacher of Paul (22:3). He belonged to the Pharisaic minority 
on the Sanhedrin but had considerable influence. 
 

Acts 5:36 Gamaliel cited two examples from Jewish history to support his 
basic argument that movements not backed by God always come to nothing. 
Both examples were failed movements, the first being that of a revolutionary 
named Theudas, and the second that of “Judas the Galilean” (v. 37), who is 
said to have come “after him.” Judas the Galilean is well known, having led a 
tax revolt in A.D. 6 (Josephus, Jewish Antiquities 18.23), and this is evidently 
the person to whom Gamaliel is referring. Although there is no historical  
record of the “Theudas” mentioned here (other than this statement by     
Gamaliel), most likely this “Theudas” was one of many otherwise unknown 
leaders of such movements following the death of Herod the Great in 
4 B.C. Although Jewish historian Josephus (writing in A.D. 95 in Jewish     
Antiquities 20.97) mentions someone named “Theudas” who led a        
movement at a later date (A.D. 44–46), it is clear that Josephus’s reference 
is to a different person, since the movement to which he refers occurred 
many years after the speech by Gamaliel (c. A.D. 30 or 33). 
 

Acts 5:40 This time the Sanhedrin enforced their command by scourging 
the apostles. The text does not say whether it was with the maximum of 39 
stripes prescribed by Jewish law (see 2 Cor. 11:24) or with fewer stripes. 
The lashing consisted of striking the victim’s bare skin with a tripled strip of 
calf’s hide. The victim received two blows to the back, then one to the chest. 
Thus each cycle had to be divisible by three, which explains the maximum 
limit of 39—one less than the 40 prescribed in Deut. 25:3. 
 

Acts 5:41 The apostles left rejoicing at being considered worthy to         
suffer for their witness in Jesus’ name, which they boldly resumed despite 
the Sanhedrin’s threat. Their suffering paradoxically resulted in the growth of 
the church (6:1). Suffering for the name of Jesus is a characteristic theme in 
Acts. 
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