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How to Prepare Matthew 13:44-46

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer
the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might
answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small
Group. Don't feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to
discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.

Resources-
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/he-sold-all-his-pearls-for-one

https://learn.ligonier.org/devotionals/hidden-treasure-and-pearl-great-price

https://www.qgotquestions.org/putting-God-first.html

Sermon Qutline:
Matthew 13:44-46
1. Discover the Value of Jesus.

2. Embrace the Value of Jesus.
3. Prioritize the Value of Jesus.
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https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/he-sold-all-his-pearls-for-one
https://learn.ligonier.org/devotionals/hidden-treasure-and-pearl-great-price
https://www.gotquestions.org/putting-God-first.html

Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995)

Matthew 13:44-46

Hidden Treasure

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like
a treasure hidden in the field,
which a man found and
hid again; and from joy over it
he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

A Costly Pearl

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like @ merchant seeking fine
pearls,

46 and upon finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold
all that he had and bought it.
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Discussion Questions

Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 13:44-46.

INTRODUCTION
Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.

1. What was one key takeaway from the sermon or the text that challenged or
encouraged your understanding of the Kingdom of God?

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your
lives today.

I. Discover the Value of Jesus.

2. In these parables, what do the treasure and the pearl of great price represent?
What does it mean to "find the Kingdom?" Can you have the Kingdom without
having Christ?

(The teaching of scripture, like Luke 11:20 and 17:20-21, is that the Kingdom is the rule of
Christ. So, to find the Kingdom is really to find the King and everything that He reigns over.
There is no way to have the Kingdom without having Christ, the King. That is why we must
discover the value of Jesus.)

3. What is the difference between how the one man finds the treasure and the other
man finds the pearl? What does that teach us about the different ways people "find"
the gospel from a human perspective? How did you "find" the gospel?

(Some people are searching for truth, others are just living life. But when Christ reveals
Himself to us through the Word and the power of the Holy Spirit, that is when we have
“found" the Kingdom according to our perspective.)

4. What is the difference between discovering something valuable and recognizing
its value? What would it look like for someone to discover Jesus without recognizing
His worth? How can we avoid that in our own lives?

(Many people know about Jesus but do not grasp the true value of who He is. The way to
avoid this is to continue looking at who He is in scripture so we can see His preeminent
value.)

II. Embrace the Value of Jesus.

5. Is it possible to recognize something's value without embracing it in your own
life? What are some examples? What might that look like in regards to the gospel?

(We all recognize value without embracing it in some way. This can be like recognizing the
value of something that someone has without wanting to have that thing for ourselves.
Many people know that Jesus is important and even died for their sins, but they simply don't
want Him in their lives.)
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6. Both men take decisive action once they recognize the value of what they've
found. What actions do they take, and what does this suggest about truly embracing
something valuable?

7. The first parable emphasizes the joy of the man who found the treasure. Why do
you think joy is associated with recognizing and embracing the value of Jesus? How
should that affect how we embrace Christ?

III. Prioritize the Value of Jesus.

8. The actions of both the man and the merchant are not one-time events of
discovery, but lead to a significant life change (selling all to obtain the treasure/
pearl). What does this imply about the ongoing priority Jesus should hold in our
lives?

(Prioritizing Jesus in our lives makes a practical impact on how we functionally live our lives.
There is no way to say that we prioritize Jesus when our time, energy, finances, or hobbies
say otherwise.)

9. What does it practically look like to "sell all that you have" in a modern context to
prioritize the value of Jesus? Is it always a literal selling of possessions?

(These parables are not suggesting that we must buy our salvation. Nor do they mean that
we must all necessarily literally sell all we have to prioritize Jesus. One of the resource articles
said it well: "Those who put God first will stand out from the rest of the world. They will obey
God's commands (John 14:15), they will take up their cross and follow Jesus (Luke 9:23),
and they will not forsake their first love (Revelation 2:4). They give God the firstfruits, not the
leftovers. The Christian life is characterized by moment-to-moment selfless service to God
that flows from love for Him and His people. In all things, the believer trusts, obeys, and
loves God above all else. Putting God first becomes easier when we take to heart the words
of Romans 11:36: "Everything comes from the Lord. All things were made because of him
and will return to him. Praise the Lord forever! Amen” (CEV)." From <https.//
www.gotquestions.org/putting-God-first. htm/>)

10. What are some challenges we face in consistently prioritizing Jesus above other
things? How can we overcome these challenges and cultivate a continuous
awareness of the surpassing value of Jesus in our daily lives, so that He remains our
top priority?
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)

Matt. 13:44 Treasure was often hidden in fields, since formal banks did not

exist (the “bankers” of 25:27 were money-changers who exchanged currency

and also seem to have loaned money at interest). Buys that field does not

suggest earning one’s salvation; instead, the parable emphasizes the

supreme value of the hidden treasure (the kingdom of heaven), which is

Kvorhth gar more than any sacrifice one could make to acquire it (sells all that
e has).

Matt. 13:45—46 Unlike the man who stumbled upon the hidden treasure
(v. 44), this merchant searched diligently for the fine pearls. But when he
found the one pearl of great value (the kingdom of heaven), his reaction was
the same: he sacrificed all that he had and bought it (see note on v. 44).
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