
 

 

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer 

the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might 

answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small 

Group.  Don’t feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to    

discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.  

 

Resources- 

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/childlike-not-childish 

https://www.gotquestions.org/little-ones.html 

https://www.gotquestions.org/guardian-angels.html 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Outline:  

Matthew 18:1-11 

1. The Greatness of Humility. Vv. 1-4 

2. The Seriousness of Stumbling. Vv. 6-9 

3. The Blessedness of Gospel Unity. Vv. 5, 10  
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995) 

Matthew 18:1-11 

 

Rank in the Kingdom 

 

1 At that time the disciples came to 
Jesus and said, “Who then is 
greatest in the kingdom of  
heaven?” 

2 And He called a child to Himself and 
set him before them, 

3 and said, “Truly I say to you, unless 
you are converted and become 
like children, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Whoever then humbles himself as 
this child, he is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

5 And whoever receives one such 
child in My name receives Me; 

6 but whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in Me to 
stumble, it would be better for 
him to have a heavy millstone 
hung around his neck, and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 

Stumbling Blocks 

 

7 “Woe to the world because 
of its stumbling blocks! For it is 
inevitable that stumbling blocks 
come; but woe to that man 
through whom the stumbling 
block comes! 

8 “If your hand or your foot causes 
you to stumble, cut it off and 
throw it from you; it is better for 
you to enter life crippled or lame, 
than to have two hands or two 
feet and be cast into the eternal 
fire. 

9 If your eye causes you to stumble, 
pluck it out and throw it from 
you. It is better for you to enter 
life with one eye, than to have 
two eyes and be cast into the 
fiery hell. 

10 “See that you do not despise one 
of these little ones, for I say to 
you that their angels in heaven 
continually see the face of My 
Father who is in heaven. 

11 [For the Son of Man has come to 
save that which was lost.] 
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Discussion Questions 
Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 18:1-11. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.  

1. What does the world typically define as "greatness" (e.g., power, wealth, fame)? 
How do these definitions conflict with what scripture teaches about God's Kingdom? 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION  

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your 
lives today.  

I. The Greatness of Humility. Vv. 1-4 

2. What do you think prompted the disciples to ask, "Who is the greatest in the   
kingdom of heaven?" What does this reveal about their mindset at the time, and 
how does Jesus' response critique their assumption that they were even in the   
Kingdom? 

 

 

 

3. What did Jesus mean when He told the disciples they must "be converted and   
become like children?" What is the difference between acting  humble and truly 
humbling yourself? 

 

 

 

4. Why is humility described as the prerequisite for entering and being "great" in the 
Kingdom? How does pride prevent someone from receiving God's grace? 

 

 

 

II. The Seriousness of Stumbling. Vv. 6-9 

5. What does it mean to stumble or to cause someone else to stumble? What        
language does Jesus use to describe the seriousness of stumbling and the drastic 
means one should take to avoid stumbling? 
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6. What are some "hands," "feet," or "eyes" (like behaviors, relationships, media) in 
your life that, while perhaps not inherently sinful, often lead you or others into  
temptation or spiritual compromise? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. How can our attitudes or actions become a stumbling block for others? What are 
we to do with those attitudes and actions that are stumbling blocks, and how do we 
do that? 

 

 

 

 

 

III. The Blessedness of Gospel Unity. Vv. 5, 10  

8. Based on the context of verses 3-4, who is Jesus referencing when He says, "one 
such child" and "these little ones?" What does He expect us "little ones" to do with 
each other, and what does doing that say about our relationship with Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Especially considering the necessity of humility, why is it important to embrace 
and protect each other as we humbly follow Christ? How does full allegiance to the 
gospel produce unity and protection among believers? 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What is the main point behind Jesus mentioning the angels before the face of 
God? How does that add even more weight to how we consider each other and care 
for one another?  
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)  

Matt. 18:1–20:34 The Community of the Messiah Revealed. This is the fourth 
of Jesus’ five major discourses in Matthew’s Gospel (see Introduction: Key 
Themes; Literary Features). As his earthly ministry draws to a close, Jesus has 
spent considerable time clarifying his identity and mission (chs. 14–17). He    
instructs his disciples on the nature of his covenant community, explaining the 
kingdom community’s characteristics (18:1–35), its implications for the sanctity 
of marriage (19:1–12), and its value (19:13–20:34). 
 
Matt. 18:1–35 Characteristics of Life in the Kingdom Community. Jesus       
instructs the disciples about the kind of community life that will characterize 
their relationships with one another and with the world at large. 
 
Matt. 18:1 Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? The disciples     
misunderstand greatness in terms of human endeavor, accomplishment, and 
status. 
 
Matt. 18:2–4 Whoever humbles himself like this child. The humility of a child 
consists of childlike trust, vulnerability, and the inability to advance his or her 
own cause apart from the help, direction, and resources of a parent. 
 
Matt. 18:5–6 One such child (see vv. 2–4) and these little ones who believe in 
me both refer to Christ’s disciples (cf. 10:40–42). 
 
Matt. 18:6–9 drowned in the depth of the sea . . . foot causes you to sin, cut 
it off . . . eye causes you to sin, tear it out. Jesus uses hyperbole (intentional 
overstatement) to emphasize the necessity of rigorous self-discipline and     
radically removing sin from the disciple’s life before it leads to judgment; see 
note on 5:29–30. The Greek for hell in 18:9 is gehenna, a name derived from 
the Valley of the Son of Hinnom near Jerusalem (cf. 2 Kings 23:10; Jer. 7:31; 
19:2; etc.), where rubbish was constantly burned so that it came to be seen as 
a metaphor for the fire of hell (cf. Matt. 3:12; Rev. 20:15; etc.). 
 
Matt. 18:10 The heavenly Father uses angels to care for his childlike disciples 
(cf. Heb. 1:14), but their angels does not imply that each disciple has one     
assigned “guardian angel.” always see the face of my Father. These angels do, 
however, have continuous and open communication with God. 
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