
 

 

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer 

the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might 

answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small 

Group.  Don’t feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to    

discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.  

 

Resources- 

https://www.gotquestions.org/walking-on-water.html 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Peter-walking-on-water.html 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/peter-when-the-rock-sunk-slowly 

 

 

 

Sermon Outline:  

Matthew 14:22-36 

1. Witness that Jesus is God. Vv. 22-27 

2. Worship Jesus as God. Vv. 28-33 

3. Watch Jesus Work as God. Vv. 34-36 
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995) 

Matthew 14:22-36 

 

Jesus Walks on the Water 

 

22 Immediately He made the     
disciples get into the boat and 
go ahead of Him to the other 
side, while He sent the crowds 
away. 

23 After He had sent the crowds 
away, He went up on the 
mountain by Himself to pray; 
and when it was evening, He 
was there alone. 

24 But the boat was already a long 
distance from the land,      
battered by the waves; for the 
wind was contrary. 

25 And in the fourth watch of the 
night He came to them,    
walking on the sea. 

26 When the disciples saw Him 
walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, and said, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in 
fear. 

27 But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, “Take courage, it 
is I; do not be afraid.” 

28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is 
You, command me to come to 
You on the water.” 

 

29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter 
got out of the boat, and 
walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus. 

30 But seeing the wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” 

31 Immediately Jesus stretched out 
His hand and took hold of him, 
and said to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 

32 When they got into the boat, 
the wind stopped. 

33 And those who were in the boat 
worshiped Him, saying, “You 
are certainly God’s Son!” 

34 When they had crossed over, 
they came to land at 
Gennesaret. 

35 And when the men of that 
place recognized Him, they 
sent word into all that        
surrounding district and 
brought to Him all who were 
sick; 

36 and they implored Him that they 
might just touch the fringe of 
His cloak; and as many as 
touched it were cured. 
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Discussion Questions 
Ask a volunteer to read Matthew Matthew 14:22-36. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.  

1. What was something that God laid on your heart from the sermon or the text this 
past Sunday? How does truly recognizing Jesus as God change the way you            
approach life and the challenges you face? 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION  

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your 
lives today.  

I. Witness that Jesus is God. Vv. 22-27 

2. What did the disciples experience in verses 22-26, and how would you have       
reacted in that situation? How did they get into that situation, and what was Jesus' 
purpose in this whole account? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of Jesus walking on the water? What does this action 
demonstrate about who He is? (see Job 9:8 and Psalm 77:19) When Jesus says, "It 
is I," what is He saying about His identity? (Hint: The Greek phrase "Egō Eimi" is    
often used to refer to God in the Greek translation of Old Testament, which was      
familiar to the disciples at that time). 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How can we apply this idea of seeing who Jesus is in the midst of our own storms 
or difficult situations? 

 

 

 

 

Kingdom Value: Recognizing God Week of September 14th, 2025 



 

 

4 of 5 

II. Worship Jesus as God. Vv. 28-33 

5. What does Peter’s request to walk on the water reveal about his faith? What   
causes Peter to start sinking, and how does this relate to times when our own faith 
wavers? 

 

 

 

6. Why is it necessary to have the right "object" of our faith (i.e. the thing or person 
that you put your faith in) even if our faith is weak? What does Jesus' action to      
immediately reach out and catch Peter tell us about God's character and His response 
to our fear or doubt?  

 

 

 

 

7. What was the turning point for the disciples' understanding of Jesus that caused 
them to worship Him? What causes you to worship Him? 

 

 

 

 

III. Watch Jesus Work as God. Vv. 34-36 

8. What did the people in Gennesaret understand about Jesus' power? How does the 
crowd's response to Jesus compare to the disciples' response? 

 

 

 

 

9. What might the disciples have been thinking as they observed Jesus healing      
people after their experience on the water? 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  In what ways have you "watched Jesus work" in your own life or the lives of 
people you know, and how has that affected your faith? 
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)  

Matt. 14:22–36 The Son of God Worshiped. Jesus walks on the water (vv. 
22–27), saving Peter and calming the storm (vv. 28–32), with the result that 
the disciples worship Jesus as the Son of God (v. 33). After the storm, the 
Son of God heals at Gennesaret (vv. 34–36). 
 
Matt. 14:22 other side. See note on 8:28. 
 
Matt. 14:23 by himself to pray. In preparation for his mission into Gentile 
regions (see 15:21), and with his trials in Jerusalem impending, Jesus 
spends the evening and night in concentrated prayer with his heavenly     
Father. 
 
Matt. 14:24 long way from the land. The disciples are probably about 3 
miles (4.8 km) out into the lake (cf. John 6:19), which would have been 4–5 
miles (6.4–8.0 km) wide at that point, depending on exactly where they 
crossed (cf. Matt. 14:34; also John 6:17). 
 
Matt. 14:25 fourth watch. The Roman military divided the night into four 
watches of three hours each, from 6:00 P.M. until 6:00 A.M. The fourth 
watch would have been between 3:00 and 6:00 A.M., which means the    
disciples had been battling the storm for over nine hours (cf. “by this 
time,” v. 24). 
 
Matt. 14:26 Ghost represents phantasma, a Greek term for spirit            
appearances or apparitions. The disciples may have thought an evil spirit 
was trying to deceive them. 
 
Matt. 14:27 It is I (Gk. egō eimi, lit., “I am”) may recall Yahweh’s voice 
from the burning bush (Ex. 3:14), which when spoken now by Jesus        
provides assurance to the disciples of the Lord’s presence in their midst as 
Savior (cf. Isa. 43:10–13). 
 
Matt. 14:28–33 Lord. By walking on water in a furious storm, Jesus 
demonstrates that he indeed is the Lord over all creation, and so there is no 
need to be afraid (v. 27) or to doubt (v. 32). The only fitting response is to 
worship Jesus and to acknowledge that truly he is the Son of God, which is 
the only time in Matthew that the disciples use this full title to address Jesus. 
 
Matt. 14:34 Gennesaret. Either the town or the plain on the western shore 
of the Sea of Galilee, southwest of Capernaum, known for its fertile soil and 
abundance of walnuts, figs, and olives. 
 
Matt. 14:35–36 recognized. There is no record of any prior ministry by   
Jesus in Gennesaret, but its people had certainly heard about him, knowing 
that even touching the fringe of his garment could bring healing. 
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