
 

 

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer 

the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might 

answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small 

Group.  Don’t feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to    

discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.  

 

Resources- 

https://www.gotquestions.org/evil-adulterous-generation-sign.html 

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/whats-the-difference-between-types-
and-analogies 

https://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-a-parable.html 

 

 

Sermon Outline:  

Matthew 12:38-45 

1. Unbelieving Eyes. Vv. 38-40 

2. Unbelieving Ears. Vv. 41-42 

3. Unbelieving Hearts. Vv. 43-45   
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995) 

Matthew 12:38-45 

 

The Desire for Signs 

 

38 Then some of the scribes and 
Pharisees said to Him, 
“Teacher, we want to see 
a sign from You.” 

39 But He answered and said to 
them, “An evil and adulterous 
generation craves for a sign; 
and yet no sign will be given to 
it but the sign of Jonah the 
prophet; 

40 for just as Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the belly of 
the sea monster, so will the 
Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the 
earth. 

41 The men of Nineveh will stand 
up with this generation at the 
judgment, and will condemn it 
because they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah; and      
behold, something greater 
than Jonah is here. 

42 The Queen of the South will rise 
up with this generation at the 
judgment and will condemn it, 
because she came from the 
ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon; and     
behold, something greater 

than Solomon is here. 

43 “Now when the unclean spirit 
goes out of a man, it passes 
through waterless places  
seeking rest, and does not 
find it. 

44 Then it says, ‘I will return to my 
house from which I came’; and 
when it comes, it finds it     
unoccupied, swept, and put in 
order. 

45 Then it goes and takes along 
with it seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself, and they go 
in and live there; and the last 
state of that man becomes 
worse than the first. That is 
the way it will also be with this 
evil generation.” 
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Discussion Questions 
Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 12:38-45. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.  

1. How do we tend to think about generations today? What are some common traits 
that people of the same generation share? Why do you think that is the case? 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION  

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your 
lives today.  

I. Unbelieving Eyes. Vv. 38-40 

2. What were these Pharisees asking from Jesus and what was likely their reason for 
asking this? How does their request demonstrate their lack of faith in what they had 
already seen with their own eyes? 

  

 

 

3. Why didn't Jesus respond by giving them an undeniable miracle? What does His 
response teach us about how evidence works with someone who is determined in 
their unbelief? How should we respond to people who seem determined not to      
believe? 

 

 

 

4. What is the sign of Jonah and what does this tell us about Jesus' understanding of 
the Old Testament? How does this promise point to the resurrection of Jesus and the 
truthfulness of who He is? What kind of "signs" of the truth and power of the gospel 
might we be overlooking today? 

 

 

 

II. Unbelieving Ears. Vv. 41-42 

5. What Old Testament examples does Jesus point to in judgment of the Pharisees 
and those who believed like them? What are some commonalities between the two 
examples? 

 (One significant commonality between the Ninevites and the Queen of Sheba is that they 
 both believed based only on what they heard. Joseph prophesied and Solomon taught and 
 both of their audiences heard and responded with faith.) 
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6. How is Jesus greater than both Jonah and Solomon? What does this teach us 
about the point of all of scripture, and what does it teach us about Jesus' role as the 
Messiah? 

 (Jesus is greater than Jonah in that both His message of the gospel is infinitely superior and 
 that He is THE supreme prophet of God, because He is the Word and the one who reveals 
 God to us. Jesus is also greater than Solomon, because His wisdom is the actual source of 
 wisdom that Solomon was dependent on, and because He is the one true and eternal   
 anointed King that Solomon was pointing forward to.) 

 

 

7. What does Jesus' pronouncement of judgment teach us today now that we have 
the complete revelation of God's inspired and authoritative Word? How should we  
respond to hearing God's truth versus when we see God's truth? 

 (Hint: the second question is a trick question. Whether we hear the truth or see evidence of 
 the truth, the proper response is the same- faith that leads to obedience. Based on Jesus'  
 examples, hearing the truth is just as sufficient as seeing the truth for those who are not   
 determined in their unbelief.) 

 

 

III. Unbelieving Hearts. Vv. 43-45  

8. What is the main point of this parable of the unclean spirit and what does it teach 
us about spiritual emptiness and unbelief in the heart? 

 (The main point is that unless Christ is the Lord of your heart, no amount of behavioral      
 reform or "cleaning up" of your life will make you a good person. In fact, the heart of a    
 person becomes even worse and is even more useful to demonic powers when everything in 
 life seems to be going well. Satan is happy for people to think they are righteous as long as 
 they don't love God in their hearts.) 

 

 

9. What is the significance of being "swept and put in order" without being occupied 
in the heart? What does it look like for Jesus to "occupy" our hearts? 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  Why did Jesus apply this parable to the Pharisees and everyone in that            
generation that they represent? How do we avoid being an evil and adulterous     
generation? 

 (Jesus is making the claim that the Pharisees and everyone like them who were determined 
 in their unbelief were in a much more evil state of heart than they thought. They think of 
 themselves as righteous, but evil rules their hearts because they are rejecting Christ in their 
 hearts.) 
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)  

Matt. 12:38 a sign. Jesus had already performed many miracles (“signs”) 
that validated his messianic identity. These men were asking for a sign that 
they could use against him. 
 
Matt. 12:39 Adulterous refers to spiritual adultery, i.e., unfaithfulness to 
God. Jesus never rebukes people who seek healing out of genuine need, but 
he knows these opponents have malicious motives (cf. 16:1). Jonah’s being 
rescued by God was a sign to the people of Nineveh that his message was 
from God. Jesus’ death and resurrection (see 12:40) will likewise be God’s 
sign to the present generation. 
 
Matt. 12:40 Three days and three nights in Jewish reckoning is inclusive, 
meaning no more than three days or the combination of any part of three 
separate days. Jesus was raised “in three days” although he was buried    
Friday afternoon and resurrected Sunday morning (i.e., part of Friday is day 
one, all of Saturday is day two, and part of Sunday is day three). 
 
Matt. 12:41 Jesus’ words affirm the historicity of the story of Jonah: he 
says that the men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment, thus predicting an 
actual future event; and that these same men repented at the preaching of 
Jonah (Jonah 3:5), indicating that Jonah’s preaching in Nineveh was an     
actual historical event. 
 
Matt. 12:42 queen of the South. The queen of Sheba (1 Kings 10:1–29). 
Sheba was most likely the home of the Sabaeans in southwestern Arabia, in 
present-day Yemen. Jesus claims that he is greater than the temple (Matt. 
12:6), the prophet Jonah (v. 41), and the wise king Solomon. He thus        
elevates himself and his message of the kingdom to be greater than, and the 
fulfillment of, the three greatest institutions in Israel—priest, prophet, and 
king. 
 
Matt. 12:43 Demons were often associated with waterless places,          
apparently because deserts were thought of as being devoid of the blessing 
of God that came with rainfall and abundant crops (cf. Isa. 13:19–22; 34:13
–14; Jer. 17:6; 22:6; 50:12; 51:43; Zeph. 2:13; Mal. 1:3). 
 
Matt. 12:44 my house from which I came. Demons are persistent in    
seeking ownership of a person’s entire material and immaterial self. 
 
Matt. 12:45 seven. Linked in Scripture with completion or perfection, here 
perhaps signifying the completeness of demon possession once the demon 
returns. If this evil generation continues to reject Jesus, even after          
witnessing his divine authority over demons, their condition will be worse 
than if they had never seen him. 
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