Discussion Guide - February 9, 2025

Yourd
Seﬁl}nily Kingdom Wisdom
Faith or Offense?

How to Prepare Matthew 11:1-6

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer
the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might
answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small
Group. Don't feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to
discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.

Resources-
https://learn.ligonier.org/devotionals/covenant-and-kingdom

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/when-scripture-demolishes-your-
theology

https://www.gotquestions.org/rock-of-offense.html

Sermon Outline:
Matthew 11:1-6

1. Ask Jesus Vv. 2-3

2. Listen to Jesus Vv. 4-5
3. Trust Jesus v. 6
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995)

Matthew 11:1-6

John’s Questions

1 When Jesus had finished giving
instructions to His twelve
disciples, He departed from
there to teach and preach in
their cities.

2 Now when John, while
imprisoned, heard of the works
of Christ, he sent word by his
disciples

3 and said to Him, “Are You the
Expected One, or shall we look
for someone else?”

4 Jesus answered and said to
them, “Go and report to John
what you hear and see:

5 the blind receive
sight and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, and the poor have the
gospel preached to them.

6 And blessed is he who does
not take offense at Me.”
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Discussion Questions

Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 11:1-6.

INTRODUCTION
Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.

1. Have you ever been confused (or frustrated) while assembling a prefabricated
piece of furniture from Walmart or IKEA without the instructions? Why are the
instructions so necessary with those kinds of projects?

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your
lives today.

I. Ask Jesus. Vv. 2-3

2. What was the likely reason for John the Baptist's confusion about the works of
Jesus and whether or not He was the coming Messiah? What about John's
circumstances might have added to his confusion?

(John seems to have some of the same preconceived expectations that the majority of 1st
century Jewish people had about the Messiah. They predominantly looked to the political
aspect of a liberating Messiah who would come and bring political, economic, and religious
perfection. That is true of the Messiah, but that is not all that the prophecies about the
Messiah mentioned. He would also bring spiritual renewal and everiasting righteousness.
Jesus’ first coming brought about the spiritual renewal and everiasting righteousness
through the gospel. His second coming will bring about political, economic, and religious
perfection through the New Heavens and New Earth and the glorification of the Saints to live
with God eternally.. John simply didn’t know all the details and timeframe of the plan, so he
became confused when Jesus’ actions didn't quite match what he expected.)

3. What are some ways that people become confused about Christ today? Can
genuine Christians become confused or question their faith? Why do people become
confused or question their faith today?

4. What encouragement can we get from John's example? What did John do with his
confusion and questions, and how can we follow John's example in our lives?
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II. Listen to Jesus. Vv. 4-5

5. What was Jesus' response to John? What scripture did Jesus quote, and what was
He communicating to John through this scripture?

(Jesus quoted Isaiah 35:5 and 61:1 to point out to John the clear Messianic fulfillment of His
ministry. In essence He was telling John that He was the Messiah, but that He was doing things
in a certain order.)

6. What needed to be corrected about John's expectations and confusion? How did
Jesus' response make these corrections?

(Jesus simply quoted scripture to remind John of the truth and point out some things that he
had missed or forgotten. John's expectations had missed the mark, and Jesus refocused him
onto all that scripture had to say about the Messiah.)

7. What might need to be corrected about Christians' expectations and confusions
today? How do we receive God's corrections into our hearts and lives?

III. Trust Jesus. V. 6
8. What is Jesus saying to John in verse 6? How is this a mild warning/rebuke?

9. What does it mean to be offended at (or stumble over) Jesus? How did people take
offense and stumble over Jesus at that time, and what does that look like today?

10. Why is trusting Jesus better than rejecting Him? What would John have to trust
Jesus with in order not to take offense at Him? What do we have to trust Jesus with
in our own personal lives in order not to stumble?
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)

Matt. 11:1-12:50 Opposition to the Messiah Emerges. Resistance to Jesus’

ministry has appeared occasionally (e.g., 9:3—4) but now begins to build

significantly, occasioned first by the innocuous questions of John the Baptist

Ell 22— 19%, then through the overt hostility of the Jewish religious leaders
12:1-45).

Matt. 11:1-30 Jesus, John the Baptist, and Ministry in Galilee. Jesus
responds to John the Baptist's questions (vv. 2—6) with a mild rebuke and a
glowing tribute (vv. 7-19). He then speaks words of judgment on the
unrepentant (vv. 20-24) and words of invitation to those who would find
their rest in him (vv. 25-30).

Matt. 11:1 When Jesus had finished signals the conclusion of the Mission
Discourse (ch. 10) and provides a transition to the next section. he went on
from there to teach and preach in their cities. Jesus carried on his mission
while the Twelve went on theirs (ch. 10).

Matt. 11:2 when John heard in prison. John had been imprisoned by Herod
Antipas, and as he awaited death (see 14:1-12) he presumably heard about
Jesus’ ministry.

Matt. 11:3-5 Are you the one who is to come? John is probably concerned
because his present imprisonment does not match his understanding of the
Coming One’s arrival, which was to bring blessing on those who repented
and judgment on those who did not (see note on 3:11). Jesus’ ministry,
however, is in line with prophetic promises about the time of salvation, as
seen especially in these descriptions that recall the words of Isaiah: the blind
receive sight (cf. 9:27-31; Isa. 29:18; 35:5), the lame walk (Isa. 35:6;
cf. Matt. 15:30-31), lepers are cured (Isa. 53:4; cf. Matt. 8:1-4), the deaf
hear (Isa. 29:18-19; 35:5; cf. Mark 7:32-37), the dead are raised (Isa.
26:18-19; cf. Matt. 10:8; Luke 7:11-17; John 11:1-44), and the good
news is preached to the poor (Isa. 61:1; cf. Matt. 5:3; Luke 14:13, 21).
Jesus’ deeds gave sufficient proof of who he was and that the prophesied
t6igwe)of salvation had come (“the year of the Lord’s favor”; Isa. 61:1; cf. Isa.
1),

Matt. 11:6 blessed is the one who is not offended by me. The beatitude is a
mild rebuke; John and his disciples must be open to God’s unfolding plan,
even though Jesus’ ministry did not exactly match their messianic
expectations (see note on vv. 3-5).
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