
 

 

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer 

the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might 

answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small 

Group.  Don’t feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to    

discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.  

 

Resources- 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/honor-the-parents-god-gave-you 

https://www.gotquestions.org/honor-father-mother.html 

https://learn.ligonier.org/podcasts/things-unseen-with-sinclair-ferguson/
honoring-our-parents-for-life 

https://www.gotquestions.org/honor-abusive-parent.html 

 

 

Sermon Outline:  

Exodus 20:12 

1. Gospel-Centered Honor is Unending. 

2. Gospel-Centered Honor is Unconditional.  
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995) 

Exodus 20:12 

 

The Ten Commandments 

 

12 “Honor your father and your 
mother, that your days may be 
prolonged in the land which 
the Lord your God gives you.  
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Discussion Questions 
Ask a volunteer to read Exodus 20:12. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.  

1. What comes to your mind when you think about the concept of honor? 

 

 

 

2. What was something that impacted you through the message or the scripture 
about honoring parents? 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION  

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your 
lives today.  

I. Gospel-Centered Honor is Unending. 

3. What timeline does Exodus 20:12 and the rest of scripture put on honoring      
parents? How does honoring parents change from childhood to adulthood? (See 
Genesis 2:24) 

 

 

 

 

4. Why don't parents lose their place of honor in our lives even though they do lose 
their place of authority? (See Psalm 139:13–14) 

 

 

 

 

5. What are some examples of things that "honoring parents" does NOT mean? What 
are some examples of things that scripture teaches us that "honoring parents" DOES 
mean? (See Proverbs 1:8 and 1 Timothy 5:1–2, 4, 8) 
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6. What is the difference between obedience and honor, and why is it important to 
have a biblical understanding of honor as adult children? 

 

 

 

 

II. Gospel-Centered Honor is Unconditional. 

7. Considering the unconditional love God shows us through Jesus, how does this  
impact our ability or willingness to honor family members, even when it's difficult? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What are some challenges or situations that make honoring parents or family 
members feel conditional? (e.g., past hurts, disagreements, perceived failures). What 
about Exodus 20:12 and other scripture (see Matthew 15:3-6) teaches us that      
honoring parents is not based on the merit of the parents?  

 

 

 

 

 

9. What role does forgiveness have in honoring parents, and how does the              
forgiveness we receive from Christ enable us to forgive others? How can focusing on 
Christ's example of humility and sacrifice help us extend honor even when we don't 
feel like it? 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  In what ways can we actively choose to honor someone unconditionally, even if 
we disagree with them or if they've disappointed us? What does it look like to make 
wise decisions regarding sinful parents while still maintaining an attitude of honor? 
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)  

Ex. 19:1–40:38 Covenant at Sinai. The second half of Exodus focuses on 
the events at Mount Sinai and the content of the law revealed to Moses. The 
narrative includes: the preparation of the people (19:1–25); the Ten      
Commandments and other laws (20:1–23:19); the instructions for entering 
the land (23:20–33); the confirmation of the covenant (24:1–18); the        
instructions relating to the tabernacle (25:1–31:18; 35:1–3); the breach,   
intercession, and renewal of the covenant (32:1–34:35); and the assembling 
of the tabernacle (35:4–40:38). 
 
Ex. 20:1–23:33 Covenant Words and Rules. This section records what will 
later be referred to as the Book of the Covenant (24:7) and includes: the 
Ten Commandments (20:1–21); instructions on worship (20:22–26; 23:10–
19); rules and principles for community life (21:1–23:9); and instructions for 
entering the land of Canaan (23:20–33). 
 
Ex. 20:1–21 The Ten Commandments. (See note on Deut. 5:1–21.) The 
Ten Commandments or “ten words” (see ESV footnote at Ex. 34:28) are 
highlighted as the core of the covenant stipulations revealed to Moses; they 
define the life that the Lord calls his people to live before him (20:1–11) and 
with each other (vv. 12–17). The commandments are not exhaustive even in 
the areas to which they relate, but indicate to Israel how to remain faithful 
to the Lord. After Israel has wandered in the wilderness for forty years,    
Moses will restate the commandments to the generation that is about to   
enter the land of Canaan (see Deut. 5:6–21 and notes). NT authors assume 
the applicability of these commands in shaping the moral life of both Jewish 
and Gentile Christians (e.g., Rom. 13:9–10; Eph. 6:2). 
 
Ex. 20:12 Honor your father and your mother. The word “honor” means to 
treat someone with the proper respect due to the person and their role. With 
regard to parents, this means (1) treating them with deference (cf. 21:15, 
17); (2) providing for them and looking after them in their old age (for this 
sense of honor, see Prov. 3:9). Both Jesus and Paul underline the im-
portance of this command (Mark 7:1–13; Eph. 6:1–3; 1 Tim. 5:4). This is the 
only one of the Ten Commandments with a specific promise attached to 
it: that your days may be long—meaning not just a long life, but one that is 
filled with God’s presence and favor. See note on Deut. 5:16.  
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