
 

 

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer 

the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might 

answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small 

Group.  Don’t feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to    

discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.  

 

Resources- 

https://www.gotquestions.org/love-one-another.html 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-art-of-one-anothering 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/if-we-love-god-most-we-will-love-others-

best 

  

 

Sermon Outline:  

John 13:34-35 

1. Gospel-Centered Relationships Honor the Father. John 13 

2. Gospel-Centered Relationships Imitate Christ’s Love. V. 34 

3. Gospel-Centered Relationships Proclaim Our Allegiance. V. 35 
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995) 

John 13:34-35 

 

Jesus Predicts His Betrayal 

 

34 A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one         
another, even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one  
another. 

35 By this all men will know that 
you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”  
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Discussion Questions 
Ask a volunteer to read John 13:34-35. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.  

1. What do you value most about your relationships & why?  

 

 

 

 

2.  Does what you value most about your relationships bring eternal value? Why or 
why not?  

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION  

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your 
lives today.  

I. Gospel-Centered Relationships Honor the Father.  John 13 

3. How did Jesus’ relationship with His heavenly Father shape His earthly                
relationships?  

 

 

 

 

 

4. Jesus calls this a "new commandment," yet the Old Testament also commanded 
loving your neighbor as yourself (Leviticus 19:18). In what specific ways does Jesus’ 
command in verse 34 redefine or expand on that "old" standard?  

 

 

 

 

 

II. Gospel-Centered Relationships Imitate Christ’s Love. V. 34 

5. Verse 34 specifically tells the disciples to love "one another." Why do you think 
Jesus prioritizes the quality of love within the community of believers as a primary 
witness to those outside of it?  
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6. Jesus says to love "just as I have loved you." Based on the events of John 13 (such 
as Jesus washing the disciples' feet or his response to Judas' betrayal), what specific 
characteristics define His model of love?  

 

 

 

 

 

7. How does our modern society usually define "love"? How does that definition      
differ from the sacrificial, active love Jesus demonstrates in this passage?  

 

 

 

 

 

8. Which part of Jesus' example do you find hardest to imitate: His humility, His   
willingness to serve those who would betray Him, or His consistency in love?  

 

 

 

 

 

III. Gospel-Centered Relationships Proclaim Our Allegiance. V. 35 

9. How does being a disciple of Christ relate to how we interact with others in our  
relationships?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. In a polarized world, how can we practically show Christ’s love to fellow believers 
with whom we deeply disagree on secondary issues or politics?  
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11. What internal obstacles—such as pride, past hurt, or a "cost-benefit" mindset—
frequently prevent you from loving other believers the way Christ intends?  

 

 

 

 

 

12. Verse 35 claims "all people will know" we are His disciples by our love. What is 
one specific way our small group can better reflect this love so that it becomes a    
visible testimony to our community in 2026?  
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)  

John 13:1–20:31 The Farewell Discourse and the Passion Narrative. The 
second half of John’s Gospel consists of Jesus’ Farewell Discourse (chs. 13–
17) and the passion narrative (chs. 18–20). Now that Jesus has been        
rejected by the Jews, he turns his attention to his new messianic community. 
After the community is cleansed and instructed, Jesus prays, is arrested, and 
is subjected to Jewish and Roman trials, crucified, and buried. This is        
followed by the resurrection, resurrection appearances, and Jesus’          
commissioning of his disciples. The section concludes with a purpose       
statement (20:30–31). 
 
John 13:1–17:26 The Cleansing and Instruction of the New Messianic 
Community and Jesus’ Final Prayer. In the second major section of John’s 
Gospel, Jesus prepares his new messianic community, represented by the 
Twelve (minus Judas), for the time subsequent to his exaltation to the      
Father. The community is first cleansed both literally and symbolically 
through the footwashing (13:1–17), and then figuratively through the       
removal of the betrayer (13:18–30). The Farewell Discourse proper extends 
from 13:31 to 16:33 and contains Jesus’ final instructions to his followers  
before his arrest and crucifixion. The discourse (unique to John’s Gospel) 
concludes with Jesus’ final prayer (ch. 17). 
 
John 13:34–35 Love must be the distinguishing mark of Jesus’ disciples. 
Jesus’ “new command” takes its point of departure from the Mosaic       
commands to love the Lord with all one’s powers and to love one’s neighbor 
as oneself (Lev. 19:18; cf. Deut. 6:5; Mark 12:28–33), but Jesus’ own love 
and teaching deepen and transform these commands. Jesus even taught 
love for one’s enemies (Matt. 5:43–48). The command to love one’s      
neighbor was not new; the newness was found in loving one another as    
Jesus had loved his disciples (cf. John 13:1; 15:13). In light of Jesus’      
subsequent death, just as implies a love that is even willing to lay down 
one’s life for another (see 15:13).  
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