Discussion Guide - April 13th, 2025
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Seﬁl}nily Kingdom Wisdom
The Key to Kingdom Wisdom

How to Prepare Matthew 13:1-17

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer
the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might
answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small
Group. Don't feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to
discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.

Resources-
https://www.gotguestions.org/mystery-of-God.html

https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/purpose-parables

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/take-care-how-you-listen-part-1

Sermon Qutline:

Matthew 13:1-17

1. Kingdom Wisdom Is Given Through Faith. Vv.9-12

2. Kingdom Wisdom is Concealed in Judgment. Vv. 13-15
3. Kingdom Wisdom is Revealed in Blessing. Vv. 16-17
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https://www.gotquestions.org/mystery-of-God.html
https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/purpose-parables
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/take-care-how-you-listen-part-1

Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995)
Matthew 13:1-17 a hundredfold, some sixty, and
some thirty.
Jesus Teaches in Parables 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”
1 That day Jesus went out of the ~ An Explanation
house and was sitting by the
>ea. 10 And the disciples came and said
2 And large crowds gathered to to Him, “Why do You speak to
Him, so He got into a boat and them in parables?”
sat down, and the whole 117 dth -
crowd was standing on the €SUS answered them, ~10 you
it has been granted to know
beach. ; :
_ the mysteries of the kingdom
3 And He spoke many things to of heaven, but to them it has
them in parables, saying, not been granted.
“Behold, the sower went out to
SOW" 12 For whoever has, to
’ him more shall be given, and
4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell he will have an abundance;
beside the road, and the birds but whoever does not have,
came and ate them up. even what he has shall be
5 Others fell on the rocky places, taken away from him.
where they did not have much 13 Therefore I speak to them in
soil; and immediately they parables; because while seeing
sprang up, because they had they do not see, and while
no depth of soil. hearing they do not hear, nor
6 But when the sun had risen, they do they understand.
were scorched; and because 14 In their case the prophecy of
they had no root, they Isaiah is being fulfilled, which
withered away. says,
7 Others fell among the thorns, *You will keep on hearing, but
and the thorns came up and will not understand:;
choked them out. You will keep on seeing, but
8 And others fell on the good soil will not perceive;
and yielded a crop, some
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995)

15 For the heart of this people
has become dull,

With their ears they scarcely
hear,

And they have closed their
eyes,

Otherwise they would see with
their eyes,

Hear with their ears,

And understand with their
heart and return,

And I would heal them.’

16 But blessed are your eyes,
because they see; and your
ears, because they hear.

17 For truly I say to you that many
prophets and righteous men
desired to see what you see,
and did not see it, and to hear
what you hear, and did not
hear it.
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Discussion Questions

Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 13:1-17.

INTRODUCTION
Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.

1. In what way are parables like riddles? Does anyone know a good riddle? Here's
one: "What has roots as nobody sees, is taller than trees, up, up is goes, and yet
never grows?"

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your
lives today.

I. Kingdom Wisdom Is Given Through Faith. Vv.9-12

2. What does the phrase "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" imply about the
nature of hearing and understanding spiritual truth? How does this passage connect
understanding the Kingdom to having faith?

3. What are the "mysteries of the kingdom of heaven," and how do they relate to
Jesus and the rest of scripture? Why is faith in Jesus essential for understanding the
mysteries of the Kingdom?

(The mysteries of the kingdom are bound up in the redemptive plan of God that has been
unfolding throughout the ages, and which finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ. As Colossians
2:2b-3 says, "...the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s
mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge." The mysteries are all the things in the Old Testament that pointed forward to
Christ, but remained shrouded in shadow until Christ came and fulfilled all things.)

4. What does Jesus mean when he says, "Whoever has will be given more, and he
will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken
from him"? How do we get kingdom wisdom?

(Kingdom wisdom is given to you by God's grace through faith in the truth about Jesus
found in the Word of God. If you have faith in Jesus, then He will give you more
understanding as you walk with Him in the Word and by the Spirit. You cannot get faith or
understanding on your own. As Ephesians 2.:8-9 makes abundantly clear, faith is a gift. The
good news is that if you want the gift, all you have to do is ask for it. Mark 9:24)
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I1. Kingdom Wisdom is Concealed in Judgment. Vv. 13-15

5. How do the parables of Jesus conceal wisdom? Who is Jesus concealing wisdom
from, and why would He do that?

(Jesus is concealing wisdom from those who persist in determined unbelief and is giving them
over to their unbelief in judgment. He has essentially judged that they do not want to believe,
so He is giving them what they want.)

6. How does Jesus quote from Isaiah 6:9-10 relate to the people's response to his
teaching? In what way is concealing kingdom wisdom a judgment on the people?

(The message of Isaiah was one of judgment on the people of Israel who had continued in
determined unbelief. They had hardened their hearts to the Word of the Lord, and so the
Lord decreed that Isaiah’'s message would have an even more hardening effect on the
people, heaping even more judgment on them.)

7. What does this passage reveal about the consequences of rejecting God's truth,
and how does it challenge us to be wary of hardening our hearts to God's Word?

II1. Kingdom Wisdom is Revealed in Blessing. Vv. 16-17

8. What does it mean to be blessed? What blessings do we receive when we respond
to God's Word with faith?

(To be blessed according to scripture is to be happy regardless of circumstances and
situations. We often call this concept joy, and it can also be described as being fulfilled. We
receive this blessing when we realize by faith that our lives are not really about us. All of
reality is about Jesus who came to rescue us. He is the main character or reality, and life is
completely fulfilling when we live with Him at the center of it.)

9. Why were the disciples more blessed than the prophets who had come before
them? How are believers even more blessed today then the disciples were?

10. How can we cultivate a sense of gratitude for the spiritual wisdom we have been
given in God's Word? How can we avoid taking our spiritual blessings for granted?
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)

Matt. 13:1-53 Mysteries of the Messianic Kingdom Revealed in Parables.
This is the third of Jesus’ five major discourses (see Introduction: Key
Themes; Literary Features), called the Parabolic Discourse because of its
collection of parables.

Matt. 13:1-23 The Opening of the Parabolic Discourse. Jesus gives the
parable of the sower and soils (vv. 3b-9), explains his purpose in speaking in
parables (vv. 10—-17), then interprets the parable (vv. 18-23).

Matt. 13:1-2 sat beside the sea. The Sea of Galilee. Sitting was the typical
posture for teachers. Local tradition locates this discourse at the “Cove of the
Parables,” a natural horseshoe-shaped amphitheater whose environmental
acoustics could have carried Jesus’ voice over 300 feet (91 m) from

the boat to a crowd of hundreds on the shore.

Matt. 13:3 Parables are Jesus’ means of communicating truth through a

narrative analogy in order to teach a moral or spiritual lesson. His parables

produce very different results in different people: they hide truth from the

‘;I(_:ro_wld" (v. 2; see note on 5:2), while they communicate truth to the
isciples.

Matt. 13:4-7 seeds fell along the path. As seed was scattered in all
directions while the farmer walked up and down the field, some would fall
accidentally on the hard paths that surrounded the field. rocky ground. The
terrain in Palestine was uneven and rocky, covered by a thin layer of

soil. among thorns. Competing for nutrients from the soil, weeds choke out
the good plants, which are then unable to reach maturity and bear fruit.

Matt. 13:8 hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Typical agricultural yields
ranged from about fivefold to fifteenfold, with a tenfold return considered a
good crop, though some historical reports tell of extraordinary yields up to a
hundredfold (one is in Gen. 26:12).

Matt. 13:10-11 secrets (plural of Gk. mystérion, “mystery, secret”). The
mysteries of how the kingdom of heaven would operate are revealed to the
disciples but withheld from the spiritually unresponsive crowd. In particular,
these secrets of the kingdom of heaven explained its partial and preliminary
manifestations in Jesus’ day as it was breaking into the world in advance of
its full and final appearing at the end of the age.

Matt. 13:12-13 seeing they do not see. God sovereignly uses the parables
to either harden a person’s heart so that he or she will be unable to respond
(v. 15), or to elicit the positive response of coming to Jesus, asking for an
explanation, and accepting his message (cf. v. 10).
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