
 

 

Begin preparing by reading the full passage a few times. Then answer 

the questions for yourself. Then think about how your Small Group might 

answer them. Try re-wording the questions to fit you and your Small 

Group.  Don’t feel tied down to the discussion guide, just be sure to    

discuss the main point of the text in your conversations.  

 

Resources- 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/parents-you-cant-build-heaven-here 

https://www.gotquestions.org/children-heritage-from-the-Lord.html 

https://www.gotquestions.org/city-gate.html 

 

 

Sermon Outline:  

Psalm 127:3-5 

1. Gospel-Centered Parents See Their Children as a Gift. V. 3 

2. Gospel-Centered Parents Steward and Send Their Children with the Gospel. V. 4 

3. Gospel-Centered Parents Shape the Culture for God's Glory. V. 5 
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Scripture (New American Standard Bible 1995) 

Psalm 127:3-5 

 

Prosperity Comes from the 
Lord. 

A Song of Ascents, of Solomon. 

 

3 Behold, children are a gift of 
the Lord, 
The fruit of the womb is a    
reward. 

4 Like arrows in the hand of 
a warrior, 
So are the children of one’s 
youth. 

5 How blessed is the man whose 
quiver is full of them; 
They will not be ashamed 
When they speak with their 
enemies in the gate.  
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Discussion Questions 
Ask a volunteer to read Psalm 127:3-5. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Here is a question or two to help introduce the topic and jump-start discussion.  

1. What does "gospel-centered" mean to you in the context of family and parenting? 
How might it differ from other approaches to raising children? 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION  

These questions should help your Small Group dig deeper into the text and then apply it to your 
lives today.  

I. Gospel-Centered Parents See Their Children as a Gift. V. 3 

2. What difference does it make if parents view their children as a gift from God,   
rather than a burden, an accomplishment, or an extension of themselves? 

 

 

 

3. How does the understanding that children are a gift impact a parent's discipline, 
encouragement, and overall interaction with their child? What are some things that 
make it challenging for parents to consistently view their children as a gift? 

 

 

 

 

4. What are some specific ways that our culture disagrees with this biblical            
understanding about children? How can parents hold fast in the face of our culture? 

 

 

 

 

II. Gospel-Centered Parents Steward and Send Their Children with the Gospel. V. 4 

5. Why does verse 4 compare children to arrows? What does that imply about       
parents' responsibility to their children? 
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6. What does it mean for parents to "steward" their children with the gospel? How 
should this stewardship practically affect the daily life of the family? 

  

 

 

 

 

7. How can parents intentionally "send" their children with the gospel, both as they 
grow up and as they eventually leave the home? Why is a failure to "send" a failure 
to be gospel-centered in one's parenting?  

  

 

 

 

 

III. Gospel-Centered Parents Shape the Culture for God's Glory. V. 5 

8. What is the significance of the city gate in verse 5? What is the significance of  
having numerous offspring while at the city gate? 

 (Small Group Leaders- see the resource articles for specific study help to this question.) 

 

 

 

 

9. How does having gospel-centered offspring impact the culture for God's glory? 
How can someone who does not have biological children have a similar impact on the 
culture? 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  How does having gospel-centered offspring affect our experience in the age to 
come in eternity? What are some other blessings that come from having                
gospel-centered offspring?  
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Commentary (from ESV Study Bible)  

Psalm 127. The basic theme of this wisdom psalm is that without the Lord’s 
blessing, all human toil is worthless. This is explicit in vv. 1–2, and implicit 
in vv. 3–5, where the pious are to see their children as the Lord’s 
gift. Psalms 127–128 are wisdom poems in the Songs of Ascents. Wisdom 
themes are suited to worshipful pilgrims, because in the OT, faithfulness in 
everyday life (the emphasis of wisdom) and vitality in worship go together 
(see note on Psalm 111). Christians need the same reminders. This psalm, 
along with Psalm 72, is attributed to Solomon. God gave Solomon great   
wisdom (1 Kings 4:29–34), though Solomon himself did not always abide by 
it (1 Kings 11:1–8). 
 
Ps. 127:3–5 The Blessedness of Children. Like the first section, this does 
not eliminate human activity: children are a heritage from the LORD, and 
therefore his gift, and yet husband and wife must do something in bringing 
the children into the world and in raising them to be faithful members of 
God’s people. Here the stress falls on the children of one’s youth, now grown 
up and standing with their father when he speaks with his enemies in the 
gate (i.e., the place where justice was administered, see note on              
Ruth 4:1–2). It will be hard for the enemies (who are assumed to be         
unfaithful) to intimidate such a man.  
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